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lish for the different administrative branches in the
inces of North and East Anatolia. ... The navy also
be further reformed by the English.   On the basis of a
proposal by Admiral Limpus the ships will receive as com-
manders English officers not in active service.259
The German Ambassador listened eagerly to these plans
of the Grand Vizier. He urged Germany to accede to the
request for military instructors. He warmly welcomed
Mahmud Shevket's idea of Anglo-German cooperation for
strengthening Turkey, and let his imagination wander in
happy political vistas of the future: "It opens for us pros-
pects for an understanding with England, or at least the
possibility of cooperation for the maintenance of the
Turkish Empire. On the other hand, if England should
refuse such cooperation with us, she could not ignore the
influence which we should acquire by our controlling posi-
tion in military matters and in the instruction of the youth.
We should always be in a position through a skilful use of
the German military reformers to control or paralyze possi-
ble separate efforts by the British." 26° But Wangenheim
was such an optimistic enthusiast about the future of
Turkey that his friends said he was "turkified," and he was
so much inclined to exceed his functions and meddle in
Turkish politics that he had sometimes to be called to order
by the Kaiser.261 One must therefore take his despatches
with a grain of salt and be on one's guard against accepting
completely his opinions as representing those of his Govern-
ment.
259 Wangenheim to Bethmann, April 26, 1913; G.P., XXXVIII, 198 ff.
These views of Mahmud Shevket, set forth on April 26, are the key-note
and first elaboration of the Military Mission plan, and are echoed a
month later in Wangenheim's despatches of May 21 and 29 (see next
paragraph) which Professor Kerner quotes at length (Z.cv pp. 15-1S).
2«o Wangenheim to Bethmann, May 29, 1913; ibid., p. 59; cj. also
his despatch of May 22 repeating and endorsing Mahmud Shevket's re-
quest for a German military mission; ibid.} 201 f.
aw C/. G.P., XXXIII, 323, 340.

